The presence of glycoproteins in the cell membrane complex of a variety of keratin fibres.
Cell membrane complex preparations have been extracted using formic acid from human hair and nail, and from the hair of sheep, alpaca, rabbit, rat, cat, and dog. On analysis they were found to have similar amino acid compositions and they all contained carbohydrate. The sugars were typical of those found in membrane glycoproteins and all preparations reacted with peroxidase-conjugated lectins.